
 

 

Southington Public Library 
255 Main St., Southington, CT 

Library Board Meeting 
October 15, 2013 

 
 

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Mary Ellen 
D’Angelo at 5:35 PM. The Pledge of Allegiance was given by 
all. 
 
Members in attendance: Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Frances 
Meade, Patricia Kraut, Marion Manware, Kelly Nichols, Ruth 
Riccio, Susan Smayda. Absent: Heidi Bittner, Robert 
Cusano, Diann Thompson. 
 
Guests: There were none. 
 
Secretary Minutes 
 
Public Communications: There were none. 
 
Library Communications: There were none. 
 
Secretary’s Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of 
the September 9, 2013 meeting was made by Pat Kraut and 
seconded by Marion Manware. Approved. 
 
Finance: September 2013 Financial Report: Director 
Smayda stated the the money situation is good, including 
undesignated funds. Motion to accept made by Frances 
Meade. Seconded by Marion Manware. Approved. 
 
Director’s Report: Director Smayda reported that on 
September 16

th
 she attended the first of the Alla Italiana 

Mystery  book discussion sponsored by UNICO. She stated 



 

 

that it was a very popular program and one the library hopes 
to repeat in the future. On September 20

th
 Director Smayda 

spoke at the Friends of the Library’s Annual Meeting and 
gave a demonstration of the new 3D printer. This 
demonstration will also be available to the public; 60 people 
have registered to attend. On October 2

nd
, another meeting 

with the architects was attended by Director Smayda in order 
to create a plan for information distribution about the 
proposed library expansion. The Library’s Second Annual 
Freedom to Read event was held on the 3

rd
 of October, and 

was once again well received, with 14 readers and a very 
appreciative audience. 
 
Committee Reports: There were none. 
 
Barnes Museum: Two new hand railings, replicating the 
ones by the front porch, were installed on the concrete stairs 
leading to the museum fountain and gardens. Money that 
was donated by the Orchard Valley Garden Club was used 
for this. 
The grounds of the museum are in need of refurbishing due 
not only to the removal of a large chestnut tree, but also to a 
faulty sprinkler system. By spring, it will be determined what 
work is required, and the sprinkler system will be repaired. 
Director Smayda has nearly completed a virtual tour of the 
second floor of the Barnes Museum to be used by visitors 
who cannot access the upstairs. Once this tour is complete, 
it will be advertised to the public and available to groups and 
individuals who wish to visit the museum. 
 
Buildings and Maintenance: There was none. 
 
Library Expansion: After a meeting with the architectural 
firm working on the library expansion, it was determined that 
a committee formed by the Friends of the Library would 



 

 

benefit the expansion by raising money and awareness, 
helping with grants, showing support, developing a website 
with photos and resources, and to work with the building 
committee. This group would draw awareness to the 
necessity of a new building and what the public can do to 
help or show support. If a grant is not possible next year, the 
current building will have to be repaired and made ADA 
compliant. 
 
Personnel & Policies: 2 new policies were presented to the 
board: First, a statement of concern policy where by the 
public will be able to complain about an item in the 
collection. This complaint will be accessed by Director 
Smayda and any relative staff, or go to the Library Board for 
a decision. A motion to approve was made by Pat Kraut and 
seconded by Marion Manware. Approved. 
The second policy, involving the new 3D printer, which was 
approved at the last meeting, was handed out to all Board 
members.  
The Library Board also voted to close the library at 5 PM on 
the evening before Thanksgiving. Frances Meade made a 
motion to accept. Kelly Nichols seconded. Approved. 
 
Old Business: There was none. 
 
New Business: Online registration has been set up for 
patron use. A mobile version of the library catalog will be 
available soon. 
The library joined the Town’s Fiber Optic network this past 
weekend. This should speed up our ILS and offer us the 
protection of the Town’s network.  
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Frances Meade. Ruth Riccio 
seconded. Meeting adjorned at 6:33 PM. 
 



 

 

Repectfully submitted, 
Billie Gaber 

 


